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ABSTRACT

The aim of the present study is to explore a tumbling and cry of the day issue pertaining to
women involvement in politics was carried out in district Dir Lower Khyber Pukhtunkhwa
Pakistan with reference to socio-cultural causative factors. The study concluded that, in the
postmodern world women hold a tremendous status and stand with men in every walk of
social and economic life for national integration, development and growth; however, in case
of developing countries the women exploitation and subjugation are still prevailed since the
dawn of societal fabrics where women advancement and liberation are just a dream. In
addition, women is either for home or for grave, male hegemonic societal fabrics, women role
is predetermined in terms of busy in domestic chores and neglecting from decision making in
social and economic affairs of life has drastically affect negatively the women political status
day by day in the study area. Thus, the government should ensure to makes such policies at
macro and micro level pertaining to women political participation along with to bring
harmony and functional society - an awareness through print and social media with regards to
political rights seminars are the order of the day, will further evoke to a symbol of healthy and
developed nation were put forwarded some of the recommendations in the light of present
study.
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INTRODUCTION

The subordination of women by men is a
worldwide phenomenon [1, 2] however, the
nature and extent of subordination varies
according to different social setups. Half of
the country population comprised of women
folk discriminated in various spheres such
as education, employment, property rights
and even participation in political process
[3]. Historically in Pakistani society,
politics and power remained in the hands of
men. Although, Constitution of Pakistan
encourages women participation both at
National and Provisional level but their
participation has still confined only to
reserve  seats. According to Asian
Development Bank, since 1947 to 1997,
only 113 women remained as member of
national legislature. However, In Musharraf
(1998-2008) regime, women participation
was encouraged and 17% percent women
were sent to both federal and provincial
assemblies on reserved seats and 33%
percent women were inducted to local
bodies’ setups [4, 5].

Cultural ideology matters a lot in the
progress and development of any society.
The do’s & don’t of a culture is the
significant factor which is prevalent in
Pakhtun society. According to Nanbaneh et
al., [6] disclosed that many socio -cultural
and religious factors have significantly

affected the role of women in politics.

Covering the body and face with the veil is
Islamic as well as Pakhtun cultural value. In
this, regard Jeffery highlighted that Pardah
impede female from their participation in
many spheres of life and public offices [7].
Similarly, according to Khan, dismantled
that Pardah system has made women
dependent upon men in many aspects of life
such as religiously, economically and
politically [8].  Further, Veil structure
restricts female into four walls of the home
and deprived them from outside activities
[9].

The socio-cultural construct of men and
women along with their define roles and
statuses within a particular culture is gender
ideology. In many societies, the male
primary role is instrumental while the
female role is expressive [10]. Therefore, in
the view of Bari, the houschold activities
and uneven labor division have produced
dullness in the concept of masculinity and
female

femininity and  discouraged

participation in politics. The culturally
recognized status and roles of Pakistani
society, women are considered lower than
man particularly in rural Pakistan, which
affected largely the female -electoral
progress and leadership qualities [1].

In the view of Eisenstein, a structure in
which male members have greater approach

and access to resources as compared to
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female members of the society is known as
male supremacy or patriarchal system.
Keeping in view the above definition,
Pakistani society and culture is Male
dominated and women’s have the status of
second class citizens and need permission
of their husband or male members of home
in case of politics as well as other aspect of
life [11, 12]. In addition a study conducted
that explored that a well-built traditions and
male dominated structure along with
folklore, cultural norms and values have
defined male-female separated roles which
hinder female political advancement and
participation particularly in our country
Pakistan [13].

In this regards, Ansari and Bari, have
pointed out that the titular dogmas inside
the religion as well Mullahs are the key
opponents in majority Districts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Baluchistan which do not
allowed female to be  stakeholder in
political affairs and electoral process [1,
13]. Similarly, the mentioned issue is
strongly supported by evidences collected
by Kamal, that the common mass of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa consider, the saying of their
Mullas as a Sacred which should not be put
down under any circumstances. female are
not permitted for contesting or costing vote
due to the huge threat given by religious

orthodox, fundamentalists and terrorists in

the research area of the current study [14].

Keeping in view the above stock of
literature the present study is designed to
investigate the socio-cultural impediments

in the way of women political participation

generally while 1in  pukhtun society
particularly.
MATERIAL AND METHODS

The universe for the present study is limited
to district lower Dir, Khyber pukhtunkhwa.
Data was collected through simple random
sampling procedure from female students in
Malaknad University, Abdul Wali khan
University Timergarh Camus, as well as the
women who contested 2016 local bodies
election in Tehsil Adenzai and Tehsil
Timergarh. A sample size of 266 female
respondents was interviewed out of total
550 under the criteria devised by Sekaran.
The collected data has been passed through
proper statistical procedures i.e. univariate
and bivariate level respectively. At bivariate
level, Chi square X° test was used to dig out
the relationship between dependent variable
political Participation and independent

variable socio-cultural factors through
indexation and cross tabulation method.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
Perceptions regarding Socio-cultural

factors obstructed women’s political
participation

Patriarchy is a system of male domination,
which is still prevalent in modern politics

[1]. In this scenario, [2] disclosed that
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women have very weak position in
decision- making as compare to men in
Pakhtun social structure particularly in Dir
Lower where male are dominated in all
sphere of the life [2, 15]. Table 1
demonstrates that (71.4%) respondents out
of total 266 strongly agreed with the
statement that Male superiority among
Pukhtuns  impede @ woman  political
participation. Women are restricted only to
rearing and caring activities as it was in the
primitive societies indicated by mostly
people believe women’s place is a home in
this world or grave in another world as
indicated by [7]. According Bari in
Pakistani society, particularly rural people
did not allow their women to participate in
any political activities. This is clearly in the
mind of (women) not to cast their vote,
contest the elections and it is violation of
norms if someone does the same [1]. Table
further highlights in a response to a question
that predisposition of decision-making
partiality  influence =~ woman  political
participation. In this regard, majority of the
respondents, i.e. (67.6%) agreed with the
statement. In this regard Nabaneh et al., [7]
pointed out that Pakhtun Social structure
has limited women to domestic activities
only due to male supremacy and
dominancy; women political role in politics
is regarded deviation from the societal

norms. Table 1 further highlights when the

respondents were asked about whether
deviance of cultural values restrict woman
political involvement (67.66%) of the
respondents  were

strongly  agreed.

Moreover, upon raising the question
concerning that the objectification obstructs
woman from political activities; (57.5%) of
the respondents agreed with the statement.
Furthermore, by raising question concerning
socialization and imitation of surrounding
hamper woman political doings; a majority
(65.4%) of the respondents showed
agreement. The table further explains about
whether Social mockeries are creating
hurdles in woman political contribution, in
this regard majority of the respondents i.e.
(65%) strongly agreed. Shevedova argued
that women have  heavy family
responsibilities as mothers, wife etc which
is restricting women from political process.
The field information further highlights that
heavy responsibilities of women at home
prevent them from political activities [10].

Similarly, Alam disclosed that Pukhtun
women have a lot of work at home such as
washing clothes, cooking meal, looking
after children and family members, all these
factors exist in the area which Obstruct
women from political involvement [16].
The table further explains whether Intrusion
in domestic responsibilities/roles hinder
women participation, in this regard (73.3%)
of respondents was

strongly agreed.

IJBPAS, January, 2020, 9(1)

2476



Khan Yet al

Research Article

According to Hoffman [17], veil provides a
safe space to women in whom they could
move freely without harassment or
damaging their honor or respect, this
perception about parda present in the
research area while the violation of this
norm considered badly. Furthermore,
Violation of parda norm encumber political
envelopment, Field information reveals
opinions regarding the statement as (86.8%)
of the respondents were strongly agreed.
Furthermore, respondents were questioned,
whether Masculinity caused political
agreement among political parties. The
Table 1 shows that (93.8%) of the
respondents disclosed that Masculinity
caused political agreement among political

parties caused hurdles to women’s political

participation.
Association  between  Socio-Cultural
Factors Impede Women’s Political
Participation

Social values are the byproduct of the
human beings but at the same time, it also
manipulates human life. The social values
are so strong that it breed creed and
religious beliefs, the stoutest social control
ever existed in history of human life. The
legacy of unceasing emotions ascription to
the crafted social values passes through
generations. The transformation of these
social values creates stereotyping among the

predecessors and it continues till the

ancestral logical rejection. The
transformational junctures of masculinity
voted for the undemocratic behaviors
among  societies. To examine the
association of socio-cultural factors impede
Women political participation, variables
were restricted to specific attributes,
reflected in Table 2 below:

A positive (= +0.078) and significant
(P=0.0091) relationship was found between
male superiority in social structure and
political participation of woman. The
superiority of semi-literate males as
exhibited from uni-variate analysis exists in
target population impeding woman political
participation. More specifically, potential

explanation could be social control through

subculture values obstructing woman
political ~ participation. ~ Similarly, a
significant (P=0.0367) association was

found between predisposed decision and
woman political participation. Woman in
targeted areas are tended to be more
religious and they are considered vote bank
of religious parties. The secular parties in
vested interest move against woman
political participation and the religious
parties honor their religious manifesto. As
disclosed by [18] that male superiority in
political tactics is baring woman political
participation. Analyzing  relationship
between cultural values deviation and

woman political participation, a positive
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and significant (= +0.141) and significant

relationship  (P=0.000) was detected
between the two variables. The violation of
gender democratic values of equality is
restricting woman political participation. In
this regard, Inglehart found that violation of
democratic prerequisites cause social evils.
Conditions for adopting political system
should be making sure before its
implementation [19].

In addition, a significant (P=0.208) and
positive (=+0.276) relationship was found
between woman objectification and woman
political  participation. =~ Women  are
considering object rather than human in
Pakhtun society which in turn leading to
political restriction of women. Women are
constant subject to objectification and
commoditization in third world countrie;
Ryan, Haslam et al., [20]. Likewise, a
(p=0.037)

disclosed between socialization and woman

significant relationship  was

political ~ participation. =~ Women  are
considered as inferior and subject to
command of the male members of the
family. A significant (p=0.03420 and
positive (=+0.477) relationship was found
between social mockeries and political
participation. Social ridicule is form of
strong social control in rural homogeneous
societies as disclosed by Younas. K et al.,
[2] who disclosed that, Pakhtun culture is
predominantly

occupied by taunting

commonly known as Paighor in terms of
women is either for home or for grave has
drastically change the women role and
resultantly subjugation and exploitation
since the dawn of pukhtun societal
unwritten norms and mores.

Similarly a high significant (p=0.00) and
positive (= +0.407) relationship was found
between domestic responsibilities and
political participation. Improper/imbalance
division of labor is the main cause which
impede woman political participation as
pointed out by (Kerber 1980) [21]. Woman
as house wives are responsible rearing and
caring of children’s and all other related
domestic spheres leading to the negligence
in the political participation. A highly
significant (P=0.000) and positive (=
+0.231) relationship was detected between
Parda violation and political participation.
[22] is of the view that strict Parda
observance or veiling system is creating
hurdle in casting vote outside of home.
Patriarchal values and attachment of honor
with woman vial in the target area is hurdle
in political participation. In same way
positive  and  significant  (P=0.000)
relationship was found between masculine
political values and political participation.
This is consonance with the finding of
Lowndes that patrilineal societies create
hegemonic masculinities which ultimately
create  obstacle in

woman  political
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participation. There is no say of woman in

voices of woman political participation

political process mute pro democratic [23].
Table 1: Socio-Cultural Factors Impede Women’s Political Participation
S. No. Attributes SD D U SA A Total
1 Male superiority among Pukhtuns impede 6(2.2) 11 4.1) 5(1.8) 190(71.4) | 54(20.3) 266
woman political participation (100.0)
2 Predisposition of decision making partiality | 20(7.5) 12(4.1) 7(2.6) 47(17.6) | 180(67.6) | 266(100.0)
influence woman political participation
3 Deviance of cultural values restrict woman | 8(3.00) 7(2.6) 6(2.25) | 180(67.66) | 65(24.43) 266
political involvement (100.0)
4 Women objectification obstruct woman 12(4.5) | 40(15.03) | 114.1) 50(18.7) | 153(57.5) 266
political activities (100.0)
5 Socialization and imitation of surrounding | 20(7.51) | 23(8.6) 9(3.38) | 40(15.03) | 174(65.4) 266
hamper woman political doings. (100.0)
6 Social mockeries are creating hurdles in 114.1) 17(6.3) | 13(4.88) | 174.4(65) | 51(19.1) 266
woman political contribution (100.0)
7 Intrusion in domestic responsibilities/roles | 10(3.7) 15(5.6) 5(1.87) | 195(73.3) | 41(51.4) 266
hinder women participation (100.0)
8 Violation of parda norm encumber political | 8(3.00) 5(1.87) 4(1.5) 231(86.8) | 36(13.5) 266
envelopment (100.0)
9 Masculinity caused political agreement 20(7.5) | 8431.5) | 114.1) 45(16.9) | 106(93.8) 266
among political parties (100.0)
Table 2: Association between Socio-Cultural Factors Impede Women’s Political Participation
Societal Aspects of Values Attitude Political Participation Total Statistics
SD D U SA A (P Value)
Strongly disagree 0 0 0 4(1.5) 2(.75) 6.(2.2) Xm 47231
Di =47.
Male superiority among Pukhtun 1sagree 1(.37) 2(.75) 1(.37) 4(1.5) | 3(1.12) | 11(4.1) (0.0091)
impede woman political participation | _Unknown 1(.37) 0 1(.37) 2(.75) 1(.37) 5(1.8)
Strongly Agree 28(10.5) 40(15) 2(75) | 8030) | 40(15) | 19071.4) | - 40078
Agree 103..7) 1141) | 1(37) | 238.6) | 9(3.3) | 54(20.3)
Strongly disagree 4(1.5) 5(1.8) 0 622) | 51.8) | 20(7.5)
Disagree
Predisposition of decision making Ul ki 3.12) 31.12) 0 >1.8) 1637) 126.1) X*=156.95
partiality influence woman political pknown 0 2(.75) 0 3(1.12) 2(.75) 7(2.6) (0.0367)
participation Strongly Agree 7(2.6) 8 137) | 2282 | 933) | 47076) | 014
Agree 23(8..6) 19(7.1) | 1(37) | 7026.3) | 67(25.1 | 180(67.6)
Strongly disagree 2(.75) 1(.37) 0 3(1.12) | 2(.75) | 8(3.00)
Disagree 1(.37) 1(.37) 0 2(.75) 2(.75) 7(2.6) s
. . X"=53.180
Deviance of cultural values restrict Unknown 1(.37) 0 0 2(.75) 3(1.12) | 6(2.25) (0.000)
woman political involvement o
Strongly Agree 2607 | 3307 | 137) | 81(30.4) | 39(14.6) 18087'6 =+0.321
Agree 13 103.7) | 2(.75) | 124.5) | 28(10.5) | 65(24.43)
Strongly disagree 2(.75) 2(.75) 0 4(1.5) 4(1.5) 12(4.5) s
o Disagree 5(1.8) 9(3.3) 1(37) | 4(15) | 2007.5) | 40(15.03)| X=16.274
Women objectification obstruct Unknown 2(75) 31.12) | 1(37) 2 31.12) | 11(4.10) (0-208)
woman political activities
Strongly Agree 7(2.6) 83 137) | 15(5.6) | 19(7.1) | 50(18.7) —10276
Agree 11(4.1) 9(3.3) 2(.75) 70 61(22.9 | 153(57.5)
Strongly disagree 2(.75) 3 0 7(2.6) 8(3) 20(7.51) R
Socialization and imitation of Disagree 1(37) 2(.75) 0 83) | 1245 | 2386 | X Bf;;;‘“
surrounding hamper woman political | Unknown 2(.75) 1(.37) 1(.37) 2 3(1.12) 9(3.38) (0.037)
doings. Strongly Agree 8(3) 9(3.3) 1(.37) 9(3.3) 13(4.8) | 40(15.03) =0.149
Agree 17(6.3) 22( 2(.75) 80 53(19.9 | 174(65.4)
Strongly disagree 1(.37) 1(.37) 0 3(1.12) 6(2.2) 11(4.1) X’= 44.549
. . . Disagree 2(.75) 5 0 6(22) | 4.5 | 17(6.3) =t
iSl;’::zlm'::’fk:lri‘t‘i*:a’;rceo‘:lrt‘fi‘;‘u“éol;“““es Unknown 3(1.12) 1(37) 1(37) | 3(L12) | 5(1.8) | 13(4.88) (0.0342)
P Strongly Agree 23 22 1(37) | 90338) | 38012.2) | 174.465) |  _ 0 477
Agree 5 5 1(.37) | 23(8.6) | 17(63) | 51(19.1) ’
Intrusion in domestic Strongly disagree 2(.79) 1(.37) 0 3(1.12) 4(1.5) 103.7) XZTOI(())OS(.)ZOO
responsibilities/roles hinder women Disagree 4(1.5) 4(1.5) 0 3(1.12) 3(1.12) 15(5.6) ’
participation Unknown 2(.75) 0 0 137 | 2(75) | 5(1.87) =-0.407
2479
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Strongly Agree 23(8.6) 17(6.3) | 3(1.12) | 34(12.7) | 118(44) | 195(73.3)
Agree 4(1.5) 7(2.6) 1(37) | 19(7.14) | 103.7) | 41(51.4)
Strongly disagree 1(.37) 2(.75) 0 2(.75) | 3(1.12) | 8(3.00) ,
. X?=33.243
D : : } .
Violation of parda norm encumber Uls::ﬁree 0 1(37) 0 1(37) 3d.12) 51.87) (0.007)
political envelopment nknown 1(37) 0 137 | 137 | 137 | 4(.5)
Strongly Agree 2409) 20(7.5) | 2(75) | 9033.8) | 9535.7) | 231(86.8) | =+0.231
Agree 5(1.8) 83) 0 134.8) | 103.7) | 36(13.5)
Strongly disagree 4(1.5) 7(2.6) 0 5(1.8) 4(1.5) 20(7.5) X’= 45.488
Masculinitv caused volitical Disagree 23 20 3(1.12) | 20(7.5) 15 84(31.5) (B 000
N ree‘l‘nzn‘t‘:‘m(;'n opﬁ t‘ic'al arties Unknown 3(1.12) 31.12) | 1(37) | 2(75) | 2(75) | 11@.1) -000)
g gpP P Strongly Agree 8(3) 9(3.3) 0 13(4.8) 15 45169) | _, (133
Agree 12(4.5) 33(124) | 1(37) | 20(7.5) | 7(2.6) | 106(93.8) :

CONCLUSIONS

The present study was conducted in district
Dir Lower Khyber Pukhtun Khwah Pakistan
with the sole purpose to explore the socio-
cultural factors which impede the women
political participation in the universe of the
study. The study concluded that, in the
modern world women hold a tremendous
status and stand with men in each sphere of
life for and

national  development

integration; women advancement and

liberation  are  imperative for  all

civilizations; but in Pakistani society
specifically in Pakhtun society women
being born for rearing and bearing of
children’s inside the homes and barricade
from political representation and
participation due to many socio-cultural
factors i.e. women is either for home or for
grave, male hegemonic societal fabrics,
women role is predetermined in doing their
own domestic chores and neglecting from
decision making in social and economic
affairs of life has drastically affect the
women political participation worse in the
study area. The government should ensure

to makes such policies at macro and micro

level pertaining to women politic along with

to bring harmony in terms of awareness of

political rights seminars are the order of the
day will further resultantly a symbol of
healthy and developed nation.
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