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ABSTRACT

The present study entitled effects of urbanization on the demographic and familial
characteristics of human life was conducted in district Mardan. A sample size of 346 was
selected as per Sekeran criteria through simple random sampling procedure. A structured
interview schedule was used for data collection. Further, the dependent variable effects of
urbanization was indexed and cross tabulated with independent variable familial patterns
through the application of Chi-square test to ascertain the association between dependent
variable and independent variable. Based on the study findings it could be concluded that

the standard of social life in familial affairs in terms of getting education, habits of food,
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clothes, residence and modes of recreational facilities were possible through urbanization;

however, despite the aforementioned facilities urbanization is a provoking agent of

unemployment, thus the government should pay attention to the provision of jobs

opportunities at cities to tackle the problem of unemployment due to urbanization is the

order of the day, were recommended.
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INTRODUCTION

Urbanization is a natural growth of
municipality, which results in many
changes such as ecological deprivation,
poverty and poor quality of life. Now-a-
day urbanization is becoming a universal
issue. It becomes possible only with
movement from agrarian sector to
industrial zone. With urbanization the
population of the world increases
geometrically. In the mid of 20" century,
about one-third of population of the
world was living in cities while more
than 40 percent of it started living in
urban regions. If it increases at the same
rate, there would be a 60% increase in
population in 2030 [1].

It is expected that general population of
the world would be around fifty million
in the year 2030 while, at present, it is
about thirty million. It has been found
that almost one-third of the total
population was living in urban areas in

1950 - share of urban residents has grown

to 47 percent, which may reach to sixty-

one percent in the year 2030 [2]. In the
world, urbanization is becoming a
dangerous issue; where, the magnitude of
cities has become very large. A lot of
problems i.e. poverty, unemployment,
poor health facilities, urban slums, a very
low level of sanitation and conservational
dilapidation have generated in both
highly developed as well as under-
developing countries [3].

It would be worth-mentioning to state
that the developing world is becoming
rapidly an urban one. In view of not
executing the public policies towards
redirection of industries, migrants’ issues,
diseases and natural disasters,
urbanization tendency is still at top. With
this tendency, city sizes have increased to
large mega-cities. It is essential to make a
difference between urbanization and
urban growth. Urbanization refers to

enhance in the proportion of the

inhabitants living in urban places while
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urban growth refers to improvement in
the number of the urban population [2].
In many areas of social life, rapid
changes have been experienced with the
rise in urbanization and modernization;
with these changes. The family institution
has badly affected. As a result, the
structure and function of family has
changed [4]. However, families keep-up
providing assistance sensibly to the
development and happiness of its
followers [5]. The first man of the world
who identified that with the development
of industrialization and urbanization,
change in family institution as well as in
the whole society occurs was Mr.
Frederic. L. Play [6].

Many of the founding fathers of
sociology are of the view that with
development of industrialization and
urbanization, a very clear change in
family institution took place i.e. family
transformed from joint family to nuclear
family in the commencement of twentieth
century. There generated a clear
difference as well in rural and urban
areas. In rural society, joint family
system exists while, in urban society,
nuclear family system exists. In the rural

areas, there is face to face interaction,

social solidarity and close economic

relationship  amongst the  people.
Religion plays main role in this regard in
the rural society [7]. Daunton [8]
presented his point of view regarding the
industrial revolution, stating that the
conversion from agrarian to industrial
sector, innovation of steam power and the
development of urban society in English
country was the main pictogram of
industrial insurgency.

Bilsborrow [9], showing the main causes
of the urbanization, stated that most of
the migrations from rural to urban areas
are due to the environment as, in rural
zone, the environment is badly exhausted.
Further, he stated that with the
development of industries in urban area, a
lot of job opportunities are available in
urban area. So, in order to avail these
opportunities, people of rural area move
towards cities. Hope et al, [10] described
about the urbanization that there is a
vivid change every year in the number of
population in urban locality and this
change in percentage is called
urbanization. We can also define the
urbanization as dissimilarity amongst the
growth rate of an area and the total
population. Closely linked to it, Nsiah-
Gyabaah, K [11] defines urbanization as

when people travel from villages to cities
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and, as a result, population becomes

expanded. If we look at these
descriptions, one thing is sure that in the
process of urbanization, deliberations
take place. So, concentration of
population in the urban locality in a
specific time is called urbanization. As
per report of World Bank, all parts of a
country’s economy are affected by
urbanization [12]. Further, the product of
communal, financial and governmental
growths is called  urbanization.
Urbanization is a process in which cities
get increased. In fact, all fields of human
life have been affected by urbanization
both in the rural and urban sites. Based
on the aforementioned literature this
study is designed to highlight the familial
factors affecting urbanization through the
application of chi-square test statistics.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

A cross sectional research study designed
was carried out in District Mardan, where
five wards as shown in proportional
Table 1 selected

allocation were

randomly. A  structured interview
schedule was used for data collection. As
per census report of 1998 the total
households of the five wards were 3472
where 346 sample size is selected as per
sekaran (2003) sample size selection
collected

criteria. Further, the

information from primary source is
encoded into Statistical Packages for
Social Sciences to disclose the univariate
and bivariate analysis with the sole
purpose to dig out the association
between dependent variable (Effects of
Urbanization) through indexation and
cross tabulation with independent
variable (Familial patterns) by the help of

chi-square formula as shown after Table 1.

Table 1: Population and sample size:

S.No Name Of ward Population size Sample size
1 Sarwar abad 820 82
2 Tariq abad 740 73
3 PMAD 702 71
4 Bajaur colony 630 62
5 Ghaznavi colony 580 58
Total 3472 346
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Table 2 findings show that a large
number of respondents i.e. 85.8% were of
the opinion that urbanization has brought
great changes in the living standard of the
people .These findings were supported by
Goode and Gore disclosed that, in the
industrial societies, the family pattern as
well as living standard of the people has
been affected by the urbanization [13].
Furthermore, 77.2% of the respondents
were of the view that urbanization
brought about changes in family
organization. Moreover, 67.2% of the
respondents divulged that urbanization
has brought changes in the form of
education. The findings further disclosed
the opinion of 80.9% of the respondents
that urbanization has influenced the
habits of food, clothes, residence and
interaction of the people while 16.5% of
the respondents negated this view, stating
that it has produced nothing such in the
lives of the people. 73.1% of the
respondents were of the opinion that
urbanization has brought changes in the
mode of recreational facilities. These
findings were supported by Gore [13]
that people migrate to cities for

availability of fundamental facilities of

life to live comfortably. 84.1% of the

respondents revealed that urbanization
has brought changes in the functions of
family whereas 1.4% of the respondents
were unaware of it. These findings were
supported by Hareven et al., [15] that
urbanization and modernity  were
responsible in the changing of structure
as well as functions of family. 80.1% of
the respondents stated that urbanization
has led to a change in social life of the
masses.

Bi Variant analysis shows association
between urbanization and changing
family pattern

Table-3 exhibits the association between
changing in family pattern and
urbanization. The data showed that a
significant association (P=0.000) was
disclosed between urbanization has
changed the living standard and the
changing  family  pattern.  These
statements were supported by Goode, and
Gore, [13] who disclosed that, in
industrial societies the living standard of
the people has drastically changed.
Likewise, a highly significant association
(P=0.000) was found between family
organization has changed due to
urbanization. According to Alike Report
showed that, urbanization has brought

changes in the lifestyle and organization
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of family. = Moreover, a significant
association (P=0.000) was found in the
form of education through urbanization
and changing family pattern. Moreover,
an important relationship (P=0.000) was
found between when the respondents
were asked whether urbanization is
leading towards a change in the habits of
foods, clothes, residence, interaction
process and changing family pattern.
These findings were supported by Gore
[13], stating that people migrate to cities

for availability of easy and good

recreational facilities. Similarly, a
significant connection was found in the
changes in the modes of recreational
facilities  through urbanization and
changing family pattern. These findings
are in line with views of Hareven et al.,
[14] who dismantled that, in many parts
of social life rapid changes have been
seen with the rise of urbanization and
modernity. These changes has badly
affected the institution of family, owing
to which the structure and function of

family has changed.

Table 2: Frequency & Percentage Distribution of the Respondents Regarding Urbanization

Statement Yes No Don’t know
Do you think that urbamzzllitflgn changed the standard of 297(85.8%) 46(13.3%) 3(0.9%)
Do you think that family org.amz.atlon has changed due to 267(77.2%) 73(21.1%) 6(1.7%)
urbanization
Do you see any change in for.m of education due to 234(67.6%) 108(31.2%) 4(12%)
urbanization
Do you see any change in the habits of food, cloths, o o o
residence and interaction due to urbanization 280(80.9%) 57(16.5%) 9(2.6%)
Do you agree change in the mode of recreational facilities o o o
is possible through urbanization 253(73.1%) 82(23.7%) 113.2%)
Table 3: Association Between changing family structure and urbanization
Changing Family Structure Statistics
Statements Attitude Yes No Uncertain Total
. o Yes 297(85.8%) | 0.0(0.0%) 0.0(0.0%) 297(85.8%) P=0.000
Ar:hzr‘:“eﬁ“t'l‘:; ::‘:;(;‘:r";;‘ﬁ?ft:’“ No 36(104%) | 9(2.6%) 10.3%) 46(133%) | X*=320.944
g Uncertain 0.0(0.0%) 0.0(0.0%) 3(0.9%) 3(0.9%)
Are you think that the family Yes 267(77.2%) 0.0(0.0%) 0.0(0.0%) 267(77.2%) P=0.000
organization has changed due to No 66(19.1%) 7(2.0%) 0(0.0%) 73(21.1%) X?=275.526
urbanization Uncertain 0.0(0.0%) 2(0.6%) 4(1.2%) 6(1.8%)
Are you see any change in form Yes 234(67.6%) 0(0.0%) 0.0(0.0%) 234(67.6%) P=0.000
of education No 99(28.6%) 9(2.6%) 0(0.0%) 108(31.2%) X*=366.261
Uncertain 0.0(0.0%) 0.0(0.0%) 4(1.2%) 4(1.2%)
Are you see any change in the Yes 280(80.9%) 0(0.0%) 0.0(0.0%) 280(80.9%) P=0.000
hobbits of food, cloths, residence No 53(15.3%) 4(1.2%) 0(0.0%) 57(16.5%) X?=267.495
and ‘l:':le’; ?lci;g’t'i'ofl“e to Uncertain | 0.0(0.0%) 5(1.4%) 4(1.2%) 9(2.6%)
Are vou agree changes in the Yes 253(73.1%) 0(0.0%) 0.0(0.0%) 253(73.1%) P=0.000
youagree changes in the No 80(23.1%) 2(0.6%) 0(0.0%) 82(23.7%) X?=296.919
modes of recreational facilities is - - - - -
possible through urbanization Uncertain 0.0(0.0 /o) 7(2.0 A)) 4(1.2 A)) 11(3.2 /0)
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CONCLUSIONS
The present study was conducted in
district Mardan with the sole purpose to
assess the changing familial structure
with reference to urbanization through
the application of chi square test statistics
showing their association in terms of
significant between the two variables.
The study concluded that Urbanization is
the outcome of industrialization and
modernization. It has brought about
radical changes in every sphere of human
life. It has been induced from the
inferences that urbanization has changed
the living standard of people, family
organization and form of education,
habits of food, clothes, residence and
interactional process. In this regard, it is
the responsibility of the government to
tackle the problems of increasing rate of
crime, lawlessness and pressure of urban
expansion. It is  suggested that
urbanization may be adopted as a policy
matter.
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